
Principal Tapia's Message
Garrison-Jones Families,

The start of the new school year is quickly approaching, and the
excitement is building up! I look forward to seeing our students and
families on campus very soon. The beginning of a new school year
is a memorable time for the entire family. To help you get ready for
this upcoming school year, this message includes useful
information about upcoming events and general reminders for a
strong start to a new school year. Please take a few minutes to review and do give us a call during
school business hours should you have any questions.

We look forward to seeing everyone at our Back-to-School Open House (formerly Meet and Greet)
on Friday, August 9th. More information is below. See you soon, Pioneers!

Mrs. Tapia



This year we will be combining our Meet and Greet and Open House! This will ensure that parents
attending Meet and Greet will receive important information typically shared at Open House. There
are two sessions being held for each classroom, so you can choose what works best for your
family. There will be a lot of information and support for families provided on this day!

Parent tech support with FOCUS accounts in the media center.
PTA membership drive and school spirit sale, beginning at 12:00.
Dunedin Rec before/after school programs information.
Bring and drop off school supplies in classrooms. The school supply lists can be found on the
Garrison-Jones website at https://www.pcsb.org/domain/5977.
Meet your child's teacher and learn important information for the upcoming school year.

We hope to see you there!

Class lists will be posted on the front office windows on August 8th at 4:00pm. Parents may also
find this information in FOCUS. If you are not able to access Focus, please call the school for
support or visit the media center during the Back-to-School Open House. All student forms are now
digital in Focus. We ask that parents fill out all necessary forms on Focus prior to the start of the
school year.

We are excited to welcome both our returning and new Pioneers to
Garrison-Jones. If you are a returning Pioneer family, you know that
dismissal time is a very busy time of the day. We have more than 600 students leaving as walkers,
bike riders, bus riders or the car line daily. In order to ensure staff, student and family safety during
this busy time, we ask that you read through this information and practice these guidelines

https://www.pcsb.org/domain/5977


beginning the first day of school. Please be patient during the first couple weeks of school and give
one another grace during dismissal.
Car Line, Bus, and After-School Program Dismissal

The North/Pink Car Circle is for students in PreK, Kindergarten, 5th grade and any student who
has a sibling in those grades
The South/Green Car Circle is for students in 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade
The Bus Circle is for bus riders and any van or off-campus program riders (students attending
after-school care off campus, I.e. Lee’s Taekwondo)

Car Line Dismissal Safety Procedures & Expectations
All vehicles must have a Garrison-Jones Dismissal Tag when picking up students. If you need
an extra tag for a family member, please let your child’s teacher know. This year, if you do not
have a tag, we will ask you to park and come to the office with your ID to get a tag.
Parents may not exit the vehicle during arrival/drop-off.
If you need to exit the vehicle to put your child in a car seat, please park in the parking lot.
Students should enter the car on the passenger side, so they are not walking in the line of any
moving vehicles.
Please limit cars passing one another in the car line whenever possible.
If you are picking up a 5th grade safety patrol, please park in the lot to wait for the student or
do not arrive until 3:15 when their duties are completed.

Walkers, Golf Carts and Bikers Safety Procedures & Expectations
Please be sure to supervise your student during dismissal. Students should be next to the
parent or adult picking up the child.
Utilize walkways and keep our campus beautiful by staying off the rocks and shells.

Thank you for helping keep our students and staff safe at Garrison-Jones.

The first day of school is Monday, August 12th and student hours are 8:45am-2:55pm. We look
forward to welcoming all new and returning Pioneers to the 2024-2025 school year! Our staff is
committed to making this a highly successful school year for each student. Our plant operations
crew has been working hard all summer to be sure our students return to a clean, safe campus.

Important Reminders
Please follow the city of Dunedin traffic/road signs while entering and exiting the campus.
The bus loop is for buses only. No cars may enter/exit the bus loop during arrival and
dismissal times.
Students arriving late to school must be escorted to the office by an adult and signed in.
Early dismissal is discouraged, when possible, but if you must, please do so prior to 2:15.
Families of bus riders should sign up for a Bus Bulletin to receive alerts of delays or other
updates.
It is the responsibility of the parents/caregivers to report their child’s absence, along with the
reason for the absence by calling the school, emailing the teacher or entering the absence on
the school website. Parents will receive a magnet at Back to School Open House on August
9th with a QR code to report student absences.



Parents may walk their child to class, if they chose, on the first day of school only. VPK and
Kinder students may also be walked to class on August 13th.



Please be sure that you are reporting students every day for any
absences on our webpage at: https://www.pcsb.org/Page/55 , scan
the QR Code below OR scan the QR Code on your school magnet
that families will receive at Back to School Open House on August
9th!

Please save these dates on your calendar for upcoming events! More information will be available
as the dates get closer.

Back to School Open House - August 9th from 12:30-1:15 and/or 1:30-2:15
Boo Hoo Breakfast 8:45-9:15 for parents of PPK, VPK and Kinder in Cafeteria
August 27 - General PTA Mtg 5:30 in Cafeteria

https://www.pcsb.org/Page/55


September 2 - Labor Day, No School
September 6 - Grandparents Breakfast 8:00-8:45 for students 3PK-2nd Grade
September 13 - Grandparents Breakfast 8:00-8:45 for students 3rd-5th Grade
September 23 - No School, Teacher Planning Day
October 2 - Walk & Roll to School/Books & Bagels/Canned Food Drive 8:00am



Always be a Bucket Filler - Not a Bucket Dipper!

Garrison -Jones Elementary School
3133 Garrison Rd
Dunedin, FL 34698
Phone (727) 469-5716
Fax (727) 469-5725
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